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{Abstract)

Antinomian Controversy in
the Seventeenth-Century New England
and the First Great Awakening

Focused on Jonathan Edwards' Doctrine of Justification

Hyun-Jin Cho

(Korean Bible University, Historical Theology)

This article examines Jonathan Edwards's controversy with Antino-
mians in Eighteenth-Century New England. For this, we need to ex-
amine historical development of Antinomianism in church history.
We can find out the origin of Antinomianism in Marcion and Mon-
tanus in the early church. In the sixteenth century, Reformers such as
Martin Luther and John Calvin should have discussed with the con-
temporary Antinomians like Johann Agricola and the Libertines.

In Seventeenth-Century New England, the Antinomian contro-
versy was originated from John Cotton's view of the work of the Holy
Spirit. Cotton's view were succeeded and elaborated by Mrs. Anne
Hutchinson. Emphasizing the direct work of the Holy Spirit, Hutchin-
son argued that sanctification could not be claimed as one's first as-
surance of justification. She even maintained her ability to distinguish
between the voice of Christ and the voice of Moses. In the Hutchin-
sonian synod(1637), Antinomians was condemned and excommuni-

cated.
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Jonathan Edwards became involved in the Antinomian Contro-
versy on account of the Radical New Lights who followed Hutchin-
son's teaching. Edwards rejected the direct revelation of the Holy
Spirit and defended the usefulness of the law. As for the issue of the
distinction between the true and false believers, Edwards maintained
that God has not given his children certain ability to differentiate the
true saints and the hypocrites. Also Edwards affirmed that the justified
person would be a witness of a true Christianity by sanctification. Ed-
wards's controversy with Antinomianism gives the lessons to the Ko-
rean church that has been confused by radical spiritual movement.
To overcome a kind of Antinomianism in Korea, the usefulness of
the law and 'Sola Scriptura’ should be claimed in Reformed theology.
Also we need to reaftirm the Reformed view of "double grace" that
justification and sanctification must be distinguished but not sepa-

rated.

* Key Words: Antinomianism, New-Lights, the Holy Spirit,

Justification, Sanctification, Great Awakening
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