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ABSTRACT

Su - II Yoon

The Department of Theology
Chongshin University
Graduate School

This paper set out to make a historical consideration of
the controversy between Calvin and the Nicodemites,
investigate his theological ideas reflected in the controversy,
and compare the controversy with the movement of visiting
the Japanese shrines in Korea in the past.

In the 16th century the Francois I of France attempted to
include the pope of the Roman Catholic Church under his
influence in order to expand home and abroad. In the
process, he persecuted the protestants, whose theological
points of view were different from those of the Roman
Catholic Church. The Nicodemites appeared in the middle of
the persecution. They not only concealed their faith but also
participated in the mass of the Roman Catholic Church and

even justified the kind of their action in order to remain in
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their status.

Based on Calvin’s ’"Anti—Nicodemite’ writings including
Four Sermons, treatises, and letters, this paper investigated
why he had to refute the Nicodemites. A focus was made
on the standpoints of the Nicodemites reflected in his
"Anti—Nicodemite’ writings.

The controversy between Calvin and the Nicodemites
gave the 1dea of his theological perspectives, which were
doctrine of the church, doctrine of the sacrament, resistance
thoughts, and Christian freedom.

Calvin criticized the idolatry and sanctification of the
mass in the Roman Catholic Church in his church and
sacrament doctrine. He suggested in his resistance thoughts
that the persecuted Nicodemites should be an exile and
martyr. And he referred to the freedom of faith confession
when he mentioned Christian freedom.

Another axis of the study i1s the comparison of the
Nicodemites and those Koreans who visited the Japanese
shrines 1n terms of similarities. During the rule of the
Japanese imperialism, there were a group of Korean people
who shared certain common characteristics of the
Nicodemites in their paying visits to the Japanese shrines.

In this paper, it was indicated that the problems of the
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Roman Catholic Church were revealed in the process of
Calvin's thoughts being expanded from the spiritual world
to the secular one and that there existed a group of
Koreans like the Nicodemites in the matter of paying visits

to the Japanese shrines.
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