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A Study on the John Calvin's Expository Preaching
(John 1:1-5)
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{Abstract)

The purpose of this study was to identify the biblical, theological, dogmatic and
historical characteristics appeared on the Calvin’s commentary(John 1:1-5), his expository
preaching and Park, hyung-ryong's commentary preaching(John 1:3,14,16). To analyze
and compare the characteristics of the two preaching, the collections of Calvin's
preaching{English edition) and Park’s preaching were examined.

In chapter I, Calvin commented on the text{john 1:1-5) and gave an expository
preaching with the commented text. The characteristics of the Calvin’'s commentary(John
1:1-5) were as follows; First, Calvin emphasized on the @ Jesus Christ’s Divinity, @
salvation dogma, @ double relationship of the Word, @ ex-existing Word, ® creation of
all lives, ® the life, () light and darkness. Second, the characteristics of Calvin’s
expository preaching emphasized on the @ Jesus Christ’s Divinity, @ gospel, @
Christ's virtue(power), @ God's face, ® God’s wisdom, ® the gift of life, @ historical
traits of four gospels. Third, Calvin's expository preaching was well applied to the life
of congregation. The contents were (D Calvin applied immediately after preaching the
Bible. @ applied repeatedly, @ applied all or in part.

In chapter HI, Park’s preaching out of the text(John 1:3, 14, 15) in the title of "Truth

come true Human's body”"(GERLA®). The characteristics of park’s preaching were as
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follows; He preached (0 the Word in the context{John 1:1-2} as the son of God, @
Jesus Christ in the text{John 1:3) as the creator of all the creatures, @ the revelation of
Jesus Christ’s character while christians are living, @ the Word in the text{John 1:14)
as incamation, & Jesus Christ as God's grace, truth and glory itself. Park preached that
Jesus Christ was the only one revealing God completely through all things in the
Universe and He was God's wisdom, love, glory, grace and truth itself. Thus,
Christ{John 1:1-3) was the mirror reflecting God.

In chapter IV, the characteristics of Calvin's expository preaching (John 1:1-5) and
Park’s commentary preaching(John 1:3, 14, 16) were compared. The understanding and
interpretation on the text was common. Those common traits were @ the Word was
interpreted as Jesus Christ, @ preaching the above text as a Gospel, @ having the
same name on the Jesus Christ, @ the infallibility of the Bible, & piety and spirituality,
® reproof on the sin, @ thorough calling consciousness, ® taciturn preaching, @ very
hard and difficult preaching.

Thus, these advantages of Calvin's expository and Park’s commentary preaching
were considered as a very important message to open the possibility of current Korean
churches toward 21st century. Therefore this study could play a positive role to Korean

churches.
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