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<abstract>

A Research on John Calvin's Educational Ideology Revealed in the Reformation

Cho, Hyeon-suk

History Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Park, Chan-moon

The 16th century when the Reformation took place was a turning point from the Middle
Ages to the Modern Ages. During the period, diverse movements occurred simultaneously and
shaped the new age out of violent changes. The Reformation had significant effects on the
personalities of human beings and all realms of life. Such a far-reaching stimulation of the
Reformation impacted not only on religion but also all aspects of life in Europe, and
particularly on education.

The Reformation was a movement waged by reformists under the slogan "Return to the
truth of the Bible", in opposition to the churches in the Middle Ages that had been estranged
from the teachings of the Bible. One of the great reformists was John Calvin.

Calvin acted during the period when the zeal of the Reformation had been spreading and
being systematized. In general, he has been known just as a reformist or a theologian, and no
more.

However, Calvin was an educator as well as a theologian, a pastor, and an author .
Though he did not develop or establish any educational ideology, he carried out teaching as a
practical educator.

Therefore, the objectives of the present research are to reconsider Calvin as an educational
reformist by examining his educational ideology revealed in the Reformation, and to clarify the
contemporary implication of his educational ideology so that it would be applied in the field of
education today.

For this purpose, the scope of the research is limited to Calvin's educational activities and
educational ideology revealed in the Reformation, and his theological ideology is also limited to
the essential base of his educational activities and educational ideology.

In addition, as for the methodologies, the research totally relies on literature review.
Relevant literature and dissertations of previous researches are analyzed and investigated.

In the research, the following issues are considered.

First, Chapter II examines Calvin's life and his background as an educational philosopher
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throughout the Reformation. Chapter III investigates his educational activities in three areas,
which are church reformation, writing and school establishment. Chapter IV looks into his
educational ideology with regard to the subjects of education, the objectives of education, the
contents of education, the methods of education, and the systems of education. Finally, Chapter
V draws conclusions by considering the implication of his educational ideology today.

Calvin is more a reformist than an educator.

Nevertheless, leading the movement of religious reformation, he attempted to cast off the
conventions relying on the weapon of education, and found the weapon effective. That is, he
recognized well that education was essential for changing human beings, forming and directing a
new trend, and completing missions. Believing that the Reformation could be completed with
education, he took much interest in education, and accordingly, he became a practical educator
who made efforts in educational programs in various areas.

The implications of Calvin's educational activities and ideology today are as follows.

First, he practiced systematic, organized and practical education. He established education
systems and organized the contents with a clear sense of purpose. His emphasis on the practice
of what to be taught has been highly valued.

Second, he insisted that all people are equality whether they are rich or poor, high or low,
and man or woman. Believing that all human beings are equal before God, he opposed
discrimination by social standing, wealth, or sex.

Third, he laid stress upon the development of a whole person through exhaustive education
and self-discipline. As he viewed man as a being with original sin, Calvin thought that the man
needs thorough education and training, that is, strict abstinence, self-restraint and patience, to be
a whole person.

Fourth, he utilized an education method that linked the families, schools and churches.
Instead of laying whole responsibility of education on teachers and schools, Calvin involved
churches and families in education.

As stated above, the educational activities and ideology presented by Calvin in the
Reformation make several suggestions to be adopted in today's society.

In this point of view, Calvin's educational ideology may suggest a direction to solve
educational problems that occur due to lack of home teaching, entrance-exam-oriented abnormal
school education, lack of cooperation and responsibility of the society and families for
education, and so on. Therefore, it is necessary to study in depth his thoughts not only as a

theologian but also as an educator.

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
August, 2002.
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