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ABSTRACT

A Comparison Study of The Sanctification
of John Wesley and John Calvin

Kim, Jong Sin
Dept. of Theology

Hyup Sung Theologjcal Semmaxy
Hyup Sung University

Supervised by Professor Kim, Young Sun

The Great Development of Korean Churches amazed the World
in its 100 year - church history. But the quantitative
development of churches and Christian people failed to keep the
pace with the qualitative aspect which resulted in declination
with diminution of laymen and distorted point of view upon
Christian belief, for instance fanaticism, grace-centralism,
blindness for the Holy Spirit. Considering it, I began to research
the Sanctification of John Wesley and John Calvin to quench
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the spiritual thirsty of churches and their people. In it, I
compare the idea of J. Wesley's Sanctification with that of J.
Calvin’s and apply it to the Korean church and the Christian in
them which, I expect, make each of them live a seeker’s life.

The Sanctification of both is based on the Bible. Moreover, ils
starting point is at the change through conversion and
repentance and it is completed by the revival accompanied with
the coming of the Kingdom of God.

But there are several different viewpoints in that Calvin
suggested a way of Christian life as Christian life, self-denial,
meditation on the Cross and the Next World based on the
Sanctification which relates to the Predestination. He claimed
steady Sanctification which seeks for personal effort and glory.
On the contrary, Wesley suggested 'transcendental Grace’ which
is made by personal effort after transcendental Grace of God is
given. He referred to 'the Phases of the Sanctification’ which. he
insisted, consists of ‘the early Sanctification’, °‘the steady
Sanctification’, 'the utter Sanctification’ and 'The Holiness'. In
this procedure, he said that God’s intervention which is called
‘the Second Blessing’ will cause the elate level in certain phase
in addition to human effort, and it made difference with Calvin.
Specially, in the case of J. Calvin, the idea of Sanctification is
personal and of Next World but, according to J. Wesley, the idea
of that includes God's active intervention and the social level,
that is, social renovation.

I considered the common and different points of both in the
Sanctification. Through it, I would explain how we should apply
it to Korean church and Christian.

First, we should live the life of Sanctification personally. To
recover the Image of God which was lost because of the human
depravity is made by the private relationship with God, neither
simultaneous nor universal. So, in it. we should live the life of
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Sanctification personally. Secondly, churches should live the life
of Sanctification, if they consists of those who believe in God
and live a life of Sanctification. Thirdly, we should live a life of
the social Sanctification which is beyond the personal level and
church level. Christians should make Korean society recovered
from the serious weakness and sickness through the social
participation, the right viewpoint upon the economy, social ethics
of love to have the Kingdom of God stand here.

Until now, I considered the Korean Cliristians, churches and
society with the stand of Sanctification of J. Wesley and J.
Calvin to put the forth the right way to go. In conclusion, I
really hope that Korean churches be reminded of the importance
of the Sanctification and be changed with the help of the Holy
Spirit of God, the Heavenly Father.
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