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Therefore both Luther and Calvin thought very much about this

theme and treated it profoundly. These two great theologians

classified this theme of christian freedom under two categories:

inward freedom and outward freedom, the one in respect to

justification, the other in respect to sanctification.

They could not treat carelessly either inward freedom or

outward freedom, which are like two sides of a coin. He who does

not have inward freedom cannot enjoy outward freedom and he who

does not enjoy outward freedom is one who does not have inward

freedom.

In other words, justification enables the life of sanctification,
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which, in turn, proves justification. Therefore, Luther and Calvin,

classifide Christian freedom into inward freedom and outward

freedom, and took the former to be the root of justification and the

latter of sanctification.
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But regarding the resemblance in their forms and contents,
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they were different in what they emphasized when discussing the

same theme because of the different circumstances of the times

which they lived.

Luther wrote his the Christian's Freedom focusing continuously

on inward freedom, which is connected to justification. In contrast,

Calvin wrote his section on "Christian Freedom" in the Institutes,

focusing on outward freedom, which is connected to sanctification.

In this way, Luther and Calvin, though being great theologians

and pastors who brought forth the Protestant Reformation, did not

live completely apart from the circumstances of the times.

In discussing the same important theme, Christian freedom,

they emphasized the different aspects of the same topic. Later this

contributed to establishing the doctrine of justification and

sanctification in Protestant theology.

From Luther and Calvin, we learn that theological emphases are

inevitably determined by the historical backgrounds of writers and

these backgrounds decide and develop the theological foundation.
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