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Theology of Christian Liberty
in Martin Luther and John Calvin

Jin—1I1 Lee
Master of Theology
The Graduate School of Asia United

Theological University

The theme of the Christian’s freedom is a main theme in the
Christian faith. That is because the two important pillars of justification
and sanctification support this theme.

Therefore both Luther and Calvin thought very much about this
theme and treated it profoundly. These two great theologians
classified this theme of christian freedom under two categories:
inward freedom and outward freedom, the one in respect to
justification, the other in respect to sanctification.

They could not treat carelessly either inward freedom or
outward freedom, which are like two sides of a coin. He who does
not have inward freedom cannot enjoy outward freedom and he who
does not enjoy outward freedom is one who does not have inward
freedom.

In other words, justification enables the life of sanctification,
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which, in turn, proves justification. Therefore, Luther and Calvin,
classifide Christian freedom into inward freedom and outward
freedom, and took the former to be the root of justification and the
latter of sanctification.

In Chapter II, we defined Luther's concept of Christian freedom
and showed how it is examining a considerable weighty point in his
theology. We proved, through the circumstances of the times and the
works of Luther himself, that his concept of Christian freedom was
focused on inward freedom

From these studies we learned that Luther, living in an age
dominated by Roman Catholicism, had no other choice but to emphasize
inward freedom, or justification, to confront the unbiblical dogmas of the
papists, such as merit theology and selling indulgences to pardon, sin
which were at the core of Roman Catholicism.

The circumstances of Luther's day did not allow him to emphasize
outward freedom which is concerned with the believer's practical daily
life. Luther's entire concern was to engage war against Roman
Catholicism and to establish the doctrine of justification by faith alone.

In Chapter III, we defined Calvin's concept of Christian freedom
and considered how much it weighs in Calvin's theology. Then we
proved, through examining the circumstances of the times and the works
of Calvin himself, that his concept of Christian freedom was focused on

outward freedom, and Calvin regarded outward freedom as the root of
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sanctification.

From these studies we learned that Calvin, living in a period when
many people already had been converted by the doctrine of justification,
had to emphasize Christian sanctification. For Calvin, though inward
freedom was important, outward freedom was much more weighty and
important. So he wrote much more about the outward freedom so as to
teach and train already converted Christian believers.

In Chapter IV, we proved by comparing Luther and Calvin that
they were alike in that they both thought much of the inward freedom
and outward freedom. We also showed that inward freedom is directed
toward justification and outward freedom toward sanctification.

We proved by comparison that the different circumstances of the
times in which they lived made a difference in their concept of Christian
freedom: Luther emphasized inward freedom and laid the foundation for
the doctrine of justification, while Calvin emphasized outward freedom
and laid the foundation for the doctrine of sanctification

These studies informed us that because Christian freedom is a
subject revealing the essence of the gospel, and because they both were
outstanding biblical theologians, they were very much alike in their
forms and the contents when they discussed this theme. Another reason
for their resemblance to each other might be the fact that Calvin was
greatly influenced by Luther and had respect for Luther’s theology

But regarding the resemblance in their forms and contents,
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they were different in what they emphasized when discussing the
same theme because of the different circumstances of the times
which they lived.

Luther wrote his the Christian's Freedom focusing continuously
on inward freedom, which is connected to justification. In contrast,
Calvin wrote his section on "Christian Freedom" in the Institutes,
focusing on outward freedom, which is connected to sanctification.

Finally in Chapter V, we summarized in conclusion, by comparing
Luther’s and Calvin's concepts of Christian freedom

In this way, Luther and Calvin, though being great theologians
and pastors who brought forth the Protestant Reformation, did not
live completely apart from the circumstances of the times.

In discussing the same important theme, Christian freedom,
they emphasized the different aspects of the same topic. Later this
contributed to establishing the doctrine of justification and
sanctification in Protestant theology.

From Luther and Calvin, we learn that theological emphases are
inevitably determined by the historical backgrounds of writers and

these backgrounds decide and develop the theological foundation.
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