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Abstract

Many Historians e_xari_xined the movement of Calvinism becaus of the
striking correlation, both in time and place. between the spread of Calvinist
Protestantism and the rise of democracy. Therefore it will be very
interesting to survey the history of study on Calvin’s political thought to
understand the relation between Calvin and the rise of democracy. In this
essay, | will survey the history of study on Caivin'speliﬁicai_ thought since
twentieth century. In the first part of this essay, 1 will suggest the negétive
and positive cpinions which many scholars hove expressed about the relation
between Calvin and the rise of democracy. Cheneviére, Lagarde. Mercier,
Hopfl ex#:ess the negative opinions about that. They contented that Calvin
was contrary to the democray because he insisted the 'severeigﬁit_y of God,
but did not accept the sovereignity of peopls. Chéneviére advocated that
Calvin was ready to support all governments, whatever be their forms. as
long as they favor his religious policy. And Calvin believed that every state,
whatever it be, is willed by God. Therfore it is necessary for the people to
obey the command of state even thcngh it is tyrammteal and unlawful. It is

natural that he does not give all the power to the peopie.
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 Whiles those scholars insisted the negative relations between Calvin and
the rise of democray, Emile Doumerge, Windrop S. Hudson. John T.
McNeill, Ralph Hancock advocated the positive relation. ’I‘hey suggested that
Calvin was for democracy because he was much in favor of & magistrate
elected by the people. In assessing the influsnce of Calvin in the
~ development of modern democracy, it is important that Calvin advocated (1)
the idea of limited sovereinity, of a government under law. of limits beyond
which 'go_vernment cannot- go and to which it must conform: (2) the right of
resistanice when these limits are exceeded. From 1543 on, Calvin preferred
the aristocracy or the aristocracy tempered by democracy.

In the second part of this essey, I will survey the varicus opinions about,
Calvin’s position of the right of the resistance. Cheneviére, Waskey Jr..
Ralp Keen insisted that Calvin advocated the duty of passive obedience {rom
1536 to the end, On the Contrary, Emile Doumerge, William M. Thompson,
Quentin Skinner. Jungen Christoper insisted that Calvin changed. his
opinion about the resistance from the passive obedience ‘to the positive:
resistance. After mid-1550"s, Calvin was influenced by the change of
situation in France and Scotland. In these countries, tyrannical kings
violently persecuted the protestants. And he advocated the resistance by the
legser m&giistraie. Later Calvinists developed this aspects of Calvin and

established the modern constitutional state.
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1) éohn Calvin. Institutes of the Christian Religion(1536 edition), trans.
and ed.. by Ford Lewis Battles {Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans. 1989}
p. 211,

2} Mare- Edeuard Chenaviere, La pensée politigue de Calvin (Paris. 1937,
w1l
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A ovher) A ojd 87 SME P¥el 22T 4 ¢dn FRdEE 2
28] 1 gole) Hueld HY AFEFR} o)} )
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Georges de Lagarde® Zl%2)7} 2o WlZzele] Sabolrle #ud oaja 4
AAEHRl FRlea Lol kg elittn ST Lagarde: Aulubely
Zule] oy AEHR " HNETEY Aol Hd oA 1 242 R Fa
¢ Belss MEUW e, Bde TALTY Aol AAo FEREe AFAM
#2325 vled 9% Hestd gz Fgdc. wile] W) Yin
(Council of Elders}& Adajsled dYaajsl A4S saiside, Eze 2
A BiFe) Ade RAARY AR 7] slm 2AYe 28 Lagarde
B el ofgt msle Wzt Asislo) o Ao Agalst e Aol gow A
o HelHele 2E Fad AL FASE AFSY AYE A s F 249
7 " 200918 el A Ee AAS Wokort Wl s TS 43

3Y Ibid., p.15.

4} Ibid., p.10.

5) Ibid.. p. 385. _ .

6) Cheneviére, "Did Calvin advocate Theocracy?” Evangelical Quarteriv 9
{1937}, p.165.
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7r R. M. Kingdon and R, D. Linder eds., (alvin and Calvinism. Sourceés of
Democracy? {Massachuseﬂs D. C. ?Eeath and Company. 1970). p. 8.
8) Ibid., p. 8.
- 9) Harro Hopfl, The Christian Polity of John Calvin (Léndon: Cambridge
University Press, 1982). p.155.
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10) Tbid.. p.160.

©11) Ibid.. p. 161.

123 Ibid.. p.205. :

13) H. D. Foster, "Calvin’s ‘Puritan State in Geneva.” Harvard Theslogical
_Review, vol. 1. no 4 {1308}, p. 392

14) ibid.. p.394.
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15) Emile Doumerge. John Calvin V (Lausanne 1925), p, 387“389

18} Ibid., p.400.

17) Ibid.. p.402.
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20) Ibid., p.46.

21) Ibid.. p.38.
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25) John T. McNeill, "The Democratic Element in Calvin Thought,” Charch
History Vol. 18 nio. 3 (1948), p.155.

26) Ihid., p. 158.

27) McNeill. op. ity p.162.
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regnumolzl 23 Edl, ol7l F Aol BF A 225 TESET Az g
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YA E opriste] @9 Fr1E ojdAoE RelAgid W, =Sue shide 4

30) ibid.. p.168. _ _

31) Shelin S. Wolin. “Calvin and the Reformation: The Political Education of
Protestantism,” American Political Science Review 51 (1957), p.428.

82) Tbid., p.432. .

33) 1bid.. pp. 433.

34) Ibid., p.439.
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35) 1bid., pp.442-444.
36) Ibid.. p. 450.
37) Ibid.. p. 451.
38} Ibid.. pp.451-452.
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38} Ralph C. Haﬁé'o-ck;, Calvin and the Foundations of Modern Politics {itaca
and London: Cornell University Press, 1989), p.66.
403 Ibid.. p.68.
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zelv Hancocks 28] AM33de] oigh 9] 4o wl3ole] wvl7t 9 adv}
gcta FAgc, e FHe Fule] el [ =yt A 2w FH &
ol B Al mEy BUAY sbeAle] olvka e} e 3 Ae] gl
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o] 2EE 41‘1};’ Helg ¥ B Hancockss 299 dtej%o] gt zhals)

41} Ibid., pp. 68-70;
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42) Tbid.. p. T8.
43) Ibid.. p.74.
44) Thid.. pp.74-78.
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45) 1bid., p.79.
46) Ibid., p. 80."
47) Thid.. p. 81.
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48) Cheneviére, La Penses Politigue dé Calvin. p.333.
49) Ibid.. p. 383.. -
50} Ikid.. p. 354,
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51) Ibid., pp.11-12. . .

52} A. J. L. Waskey: Jr., "John Calvin’s Theory of Political Observation’ An
Examination of the Doctring of Civil Obedience and Its Limits from the New
Testament. Commentary” (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Southern
Mississipi, 1878), p.248..
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53) Ibid., §.247.
54} -Ibid.. p.250.
55) Ibid.; .p. 305.-
56} Quentin Skinner. The Foundations of Madem Political Thcught T {Léndén:
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Cambridge University Press. 1978), p.214.

57) Ralph Keen. "The Limits of Power and Obedience in the Later Calvin”.
Calvin Thelogical Journal 27 (November, 1992}, p.257. _ _

58) Robert M. Kingdon, "The First Expression of Theodore Beza's Political
Ideas.” Archiv fitr Reformationgeschichte 46 (1955}, p. 92
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59) Keen, op. cit., p.267-68.
60) Ibid., p.270.
61) Ibid.; pp. 2712,

— 219~




24 GRAEERD =23 H147(1984)

9 dss} el olvel memel £FYE Foted 29 WHE XY 4% QobE
Apabe) whAeleh

WA R Keend 156148 chjadadola 2ule gyl ¢33 244 £
ARGl Y FUAD 242 Aol THE FzY Wolx A AL g S+
ok FAgc e dde AR BEA Al 3 AboldiA Aua ]
o, el LolA BaEsEdA ok Z25 skA] estclw BYL Keend ul
Valol 2452 2AAQ 498 2xawg ALer] dsed oke) Ao P2
& ARste 7153 ARATIE AL AAA Grida e ohe GEH o
A5 ¥Foigk Aol FHYT Kesnd 2l Aalbe He%e Bax #y
gol el alely 5] BUFAAEN 1o Agaldelae] AT AR olol 7
th B3} 62) |

2. HIHQ

CfolA] AR SAES B £22) WA $ERY BETo1A 24 Fol
A srethz #Esa et wiAN A3 AR A4E AAE $AE)
Adg AHuA, 20 28 G540 FALE Alele) EAE A5y B 7}
4 A3Ad A4S e shist Fosters] Zo)4l vehdeh. Fosters o] 7
H9 WA WFF2 Y AZFYE AASaA AN A AYD A 27
o HiF AYPL F IRZ AAY HLR v, Auds e gege D
ol S AAANIES] AAE & Yekz TGk 2= BAYA Y ORI
FolAgl MRS FAsE 2AE shbde HoiFds cshhde 247 TR
AAgmRe Foldgicl shidel Bede FAE 28 “xapg F

M

3 93 gy Be) o] subds Al YL AR

A2 Fue A% el ald AAT A Y AgE Fadn 2l
153739] Adarme] Aol nE Aol AWsEE Mx, s A9 dxgaiql

62) Ibid.. pp.273-275. o -
63) Foster, "The Political Theories. of Calvinists Before the Puritan Exodus to
Ameriea.” in Calvin and Calvinism, p.37.
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@) (inferior magistrate)o] H¥ AV $ERY AL B2 gYrh.66)
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A Fo] 2R oz JlEste oyde] Aeetn Bsieh Allend @dle] o]
Ferolal wiele] A Rx oA 9%n 2yeh. 2ehd 2z3S9sedd A4aF
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AAG 2% W] 4T FASEA oMY Y Wy BeHm LIY FAE
155939] 7hsel AMIRE 7o} ohdrh 2&sigch 61 Allend Fisie le] wgh
F2¢ BelEe) Y3& Josus Ut Axsd FelTe] ¢ AY AvAS

ahgbel, ghile Agre] AAHQ Wake] oy dddeld AAH AR £ S5

64) Ibid.. p.37.

65) Ibid.. p. 38.

66) Doumerge, bp. cit.. p.499.

67) 4. W. Allen. A History of Political Thought in ihe Sixteen Century {New
York: Barnes & Noble Inc., 1928}, p.58.
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68). 1bid., p.58. _ o o

69} William M. Thompson “The Problem of Political Authority in Calvin's
Theory and Practice in the Light of Modern Interpretation.” (Ph.D.
dissertation. Yale University, 1940}, p. 164.

700 Ibid., pp. 167-170.
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11) bid., p. 184~188.
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72} 1bid., ». 187-189.

73} 1bid., p. 194.

74} Chlstaper Jungen, “Calvin and the Origin of Political Resistance Theory in
fthe Calvinist Tradition” {(Th. M. Disdertation. Westminster Theological
Seminary, 19803, p. 79. BL.
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75) Thid., p.98-105.
76} Ibid., pp.134~138.
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77y Skinner, Op. ¢t p. 214. _
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79) Ibid., pp.231-232.

71) Ibid.. p.234. |

81) William J. Bouwsma, John Calvin: A Sixteen Century Portrait (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1988}, pp.207-9: Alister E. M¢Grath, A Life of
John Calvin: A Study in the Shaping of Westérn Culture (Oxford: Basil
Biackweil, 1990). pp.186-T.
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