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For Calvin, the Bible is the Word of God, It consists in the Law, the Prophets
and the Gospel. Sialy speaking, the Bible i the records of the Word: it must be
distinguished from the Word. Calvin differentiates the Word from its records.
According to him, God' s Word is contained in the Bible. The Bible is not the Word
itself. The men find God and His Word in the Bible, They know Geod in the BRible. T
is God, not the Bible, they befieve. The relationship between the Bible and the Word
is that of formand contents, symbol and substanice, or means and end,

The Bible is written for the men with purpose of saving them from their sins,
and 1o lead them to the life fiom the death. k is the key to understand Calvin’ s view
that the purpose of the Bible is the salvation of the men. For Calvin, the Bible is not
the book of whole knowledges of men, nor a testhools of physics or biology that
explaing the mystery of the nature and the universe. The Bible is the book of the
salvation of the humankind. It contins the ‘wiile , ‘necessaire and propre
knowileciges for the salvation of human beings,

Calvin finds the authority of the Bible that comes from the orgin of God. The
Bible has its own authority because it is the Word of God. From this perspective,
Calvin is contrasted with Luther who insists the authaority of the Bible comes from its
purpose, that is Christ and his Gaospel.

Calvin' s biblical inspiration is one of the most disputed subjects. Many scholars
have debated about Calvin' s view of the biblical inspiration. What is his inspiration?
Is it the literal, verbal or doctrinal? To solve the problem, we must investigate to
Calvin"s own wrilings as much as possible. We ought o conclude the problem, not
by insistence but by proof, along with his own text and its exact meaning,
Consequently, it is evident that his inspiration is not literal nor verbal, but doctrinal or
subsistential, Even f Calvin emphasizes the importance of Bible exceedingly, the
biblism or literalism is not possible for him. The Bible is not Paper—Pope but the
book of the Divine Word.




