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B Abstract B

Toward a TULIP Missiology
(Calvinistic Missiology)

Chul Weong Kim

Can we shape a Calvinistic Missiology?

What would a TULIP Missiology look like?

TULIP has been five pillars to sustain a house of
Calvinism. However, most people who are interested in
Missiology have spoken ill of TULIP. Because one of the
derivative applications of TULIP is predestination (which
means that salvation was predestined by God from the very
beginning of the creation) may assume that a Calvinistic
Missiology well lack urgency. It sounds to us that we do not
have to evangelize and carry out any mission work.

However, this kind of understanding results from misun-
derstanding the basic theological core of TULIP. The basic
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Chul Woong Kim i Toward a TULIP Missiology
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core of TULIP is not predestination but sovereignty of God.
Predestination is a theological byproduct which emphasizes
the sovereignty of God, and is not meant to give license to
laziness to the Christian.

There is a theological point of contact between TULIP and
Missiology. The point of contact between TULIP and
Missiology is the sovereignty of God which implies the lord-
ship of God.

Is the sovereignty of God really at the core of Missiology
as well? The answer is an absolute “Yes!” The reason is that
Missio-Dei is the main theological core of modern
Missiology. The concept of Missio-Dei is mission of God,
mission by God, and missior_l in Ged. In short, Missio-Dej is
a Triune-God centered theological concept. It also means that
mission assumesthe sovereignty of God. At glance, TULIP
and Missiology seem to be different. However, both were
raised in the same internal root (the sovereignty of God).

Therefore, any aggressive question toward TULIP in the
light of mission must be carefully re-examined in the light of
the concept, Missio-Dei, which is deeply related to the sover-
eignty of God.

The following is a frame to highlight TULIP Missiology.
T: Total depravity and inability

This presents us with an urgent impetus to Mission. What
it means is 1) that since the fall humans are under the curse of
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sin, and 2) that humans are controlled by a wrong principle
and 3) that humans are unable to seek God or salvation. The
whole of a human’ s being has been affected by sin. Humans
are estranged from God. Humans can do nothing seeking to
their salvation. It is the spiritual deadness. Humanity is blind
to all pious things(Ezekiel 37). A bird with a broken wing is
free to fly. However, it cannot because of its broken wing.
Humanity is free to see God. However, humanity cannot
because of its depravity and inability.

U: Unconditional election

Election is the work of the Father God. No aspect of this
unconditional election is more emphasized than that of God’ s
absolute sovereignty. God could have chosen to save all. God
could have chosen to save none. However, God did neither.
Instead, God has chosen some to save. God has simply left
non-elect in the sinful situation as they were. We never know
why. We also do not have to know it. It is up to God (Romans
9:20). 1t is solely for God’ s own good pleasure and sovereign
will. God has no obligation to save all. The doctrine of the
predestination came from this theological system. The non-
elect are simply left in their previous state. Election is not
determined by human’ s will but God’ s will. Election itself is
not salvation, but it is for salvation. Those chosen
(Unconditional election) are not saved until they are affected
by Jesus Christ (Limited atonement) and regenerated by Holy
Spirit (Irresistible grace).

Chul Woong Kim § Toward a TULIP Missiclogy Z 89
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L: Limited and particular atonement

Atonement is the work of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ only
died for some chosen people who were elected by God.
Those chosen by God cannot be saved until they are affected
by Jesus Christ. Salvation depends on God’ s election. For
this reason, Christ’ s saving work is limited by God’ s limited
unconditional election. Since not all men will be saved by
Christ’ s saving work, a limitation must be admitted. If
Christ’ s work was intended to save all, God would be loser
who did not complete his plan. The value of the saving work
of Jesus Christ is universal. However, the effect of the saving
work of Jesus Christ is limited. 1 Timothy 2:4-6 does not
means that Christ died for all men without distinction (He
died for Jews, Gentiles, Korean---). It never means that Christ
died for all men without exception (He died for all humans).

I. Irresistible and efficacious grace the work by Holy
Spirit

It 1s the work of Holy Spirit. Two great acts (election and
atonement) cannot complete the work of salvation until those
chosen people are regenerated by the irresistible grace of
Holy Spirit. Holy Spirit never fails to bring the chosen people
to salvation. Although humanity is sinful enough to reject the
work of the Holy Spirit (Total depravity and inability), the
chosen are drawn by an irresistible calling. Of course, those
who are not chosen experience a general calling, which is
resistable.
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P: Perseverance of Christians

It 1s the result of the mission being carried out by God.
Those who are elected by God, atoned for by Jesus, and
regenerated by the Holy Spirit keep staying in faith by the
protection of Triune God. True believers can commit sin
again. However, the sin does not cause them to lose their sal-
vation. Nothing can separate the saint from God’ s love.
(Luke 15.) Those who were once chosen by God cannot fall
away and be lost by God. C. H. Spurgeon: The believer, like
a man on shipboard, may fall again and again on the deck.
However, he will never fall overboard.

In sum, T and P show not only urgent need and reason for
mission but also undisputed result of mission. Both (T, P
identify the starting point and the final destination of mission.
U, L, and 1 showTriune-God’ s saving work and how the
Father, Son, and Holy Sprit share the work. ‘

In conclusion, it is inaccurate to say the doctrine of TULIP
absolute prevents us from devoting our effort into mission.
Rather, TULIP, seen from a different angle, compels us into
mission. The best example is the life of St. Paul. He was a
person who gave many doctrinal resources for the doctrine,
TULIP. He was also sure that he was predestinated by God
for salvation and called by God to be a missionary for
Gentiles. The doctrine of predestinationnever bothered him.
Rather, his sense of God' s sovereignty spurred his mission-
ary endeavor.
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We need toreconsider the real meaning of TULIP in the
light of the sovereignty of God for salvation before saying
that TULIP contradicts mission. £,
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