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studies, see Darrett B. Rutman, The Great Awakening: Event and Exegesis (New York:
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Social Change in America, 1607-1977 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1978).
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diss., Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2003), 26-56.

21) Ditchfield, The Evangelical Revival, 39-56.
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28) George Whitefield, “The Method of Grace,” in Fifteen Sermons Preached on Various
Important Subjects (London: Neilson, 1794), 274.
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30) Whitefield, “The Folly and Danger,” in Important Subjects, 128. Whitefield, Journals,
232,

31) Whitefield, Journals, 86, 201.

32) Alan Heimert and Perry Miller, eds., The Great Awakening: Documents Illustrating the
Crisis and Its Consequences (Indianapolis: The Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1967), xxxvii
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34) Whitefield, Journals, 238, 260-63.

35) Bruce Demarest, The Cross and Salvation: The Doctrine of Salvation (Wheaton:
Crossway, 2006), 290. Timothy L. Smith, Whitefield & Wesley on the New Birth (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1986), 63.

36) Liego Lucci, Scripture and Deism: The Biblical Criticism of the Eighteenth-Century
British Deists (Bern, SWIT: Peter Lang, 2008). Matthew Tindal, An Essay Concerning the
Laws of Nations, and the Rights of Sovereigns (London: Richard Baldwin, 1694), 32.

37) John Locke, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding and a Treatise on the
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Conduct of the Understanding (London: Tegg, 1836), 533. Idem., The Reasonableness
of Christianity as Delivered in the Scriptures (London: A&J, 1969), 255. Matthew Tindal,
An Essay Concerning the Laws of Nations, and the Rights of Sovereigns (London: Richard
Baldwin, 1694), 32.
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39) Pasi Thalainen, “The Enlightenment Sermon: Towards Practical Religion and a Sacred
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era, see David L. Jeffrey, A Burning and a Shining Light: English Spirituality in the Age of
Wesley (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publish Company, 1987), 2-10; J. I. Packer,
“The Spirit with the Word: The Reformational Revivalism of George Whitefield,” in The
Bible, the Reformation and the Church, ed. W. P. Stephens (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic
Press, 1955), 180-81; M. Dorothy George, England in Transition: Life and Work in the
Eighteenth Century (Harmondsworth, England: Penguin Book Ltd., 1953), 65.
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Abstract

The Impact of the Reformed Life Theology
A Case Study-the Sermon on the New Birth of George Whitefield

Ho Kwon
Kukje Theological University and Seminary, Preaching

This paper presents the impact of the reformed life theology
with the case of George Whitefield's sermon on the new birth.
Whitefield's oratory thrived in eighteenth-century religious culture
of England and America. Whitefield's passionate preaching style
was contrary to the rational approach of the Deists and was an
effective way to proclaim biblical truths. His preaching, which
was expressed through stern warning, deep sympathy, and
overflowing tears, moved people’s hearts to receive his message.
The astonishing responses of hearers attested that his enthusiastic
fashion was necessary to overcome the rationalism that had crept
into the church. His message emphasizing the experience of the
new birth impacted persons accustomed to the formalism of
the Anglican Church. His open-air preaching which employed
theatrical and rhetorical elements drew the attention of thousands,

and it increased the effect of his oratory, In America, Whitefield
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reemphasized the necessity of regeneration once laid by revival
ministers such as Edwards and Tennent. To reach out to towns
that were separated from revival movements, he began an itinerant
ministry, traversing the colonies. His theatrical preaching charmed
people, and they flocked to the open field to hear him. His
message of the new birth provided churches that suffered from an
increased number of unregenerate membership and clergy with
a desire to awaken. Thus, his message caused mass conversions,
led people to broaden revival movements beyond local and

denominational boundaries, and ignited an intercolonial awakening.

Key words: reformed life theology, sermon on the new birth, great awakening, homiletical
impact, conversion.

=8 AeY: 20139 89 25¢ 4 He: 2013 9€ 219 AR B 2013 102 159





