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Abstract

John Wesley’s Confusion between
Calvinism and Hyper-Calvinism

Hong-Man Kim

(Kukje Theological Seminary, Historical Theology)

John Wesley acknowledged ‘sober Calvinism’ which could be com-
patible with Arminianism. Wesley definitely admitted doctrine of orig-
inal sin, and positively regard God’s providence. Even Wesley
thought there was no difference between himself and Calvin in the
doctrine of justification. However, Wesley said there are differences
between Calvinism and Arminianism.

Moreover, Wesley criticized Calvinism, especially doctrines of
predestination, election and reprobation, irresistible grace, and final
perseverance. Wesley thought that these doctrines caused believers
to ignore their sanctification. Wesley debated with John Gill in re-
garding to predestination, election, perseverance. In this point, Wes-
ley equated Calvinism with Antinomianism. However, John Gill was
not a Calvinist, but a hyper-Calvinist. Hyper Calvinism was a sort of
Antinomianism. In another word, Wesley confused Calvinism with
hyper-Calvinism. Calvinism is totally different from hyper-Calvinism.
Calvin asserted the importance of the doctrine of predestination
which he believed as its goal the sanctification of believers. Moreover,
Calvin never said predestination as determinative doctrine. Calvin

taught the relation of justification and sanctification. Calvinism is not
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Antinomianism.

Even today, in churches, confusions between Calvinism and
hyper-Calvinism still exist like Wesley’s. On the other hand, hyper-
Calvinism in Korean churches has brought to ignore sanctification in
the believers. Therefore, firstly, there should be clear distinction be-
tween Calvinism and hyper-Calvinism, secondly, there should be

taught that hyper-Calvinism is error.

* Key Words: John Wesley, John Calvin, Calvinism, Hyper-

Calvinism, Arminianism, Antinomianism,
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