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{Abstract)

A Comparative Study on Pneumatology of
the Korean Presbyterian Churches

Bong-Geun Cho

(Systematic Theology/Kwang Shin University)

So far we have seen that the Korean Presbyterian Church’s denomi-
nations have each selected new trends of theology and formed
unique colors. They all started off with Calvinistic theology naturally,
but now they have all drifted off quite a distance away. It cannot be
denied that not merely ‘Pneumatology’ but even in ‘Trinitarianism’ or
‘Christology’ many denominations have shown the tendency to prefer
Karl Barth, Rudolf Bultmann, Paul Tillich and Jiirgen Moltmann than
John Calvin. Here I cannot but identify that the freedom of knowledge
and choice of theological trend according to one’s free will is in-
evitable but still feel slightly worried that following such different the-
ology under the title Presbyterianism might be an act of deviation that
breaks off from the essence. Especially, the ‘Minjung Theology’ of
Kichang denomination have ultimately given birth to the Shaman Re-
ligioner like Prof. Chung Hyun-Kyung of Ewha Woman’s University
who have put the Spiritual world into disorder. Chung Hyun-Kyung,
when called among Conservative theological circles by the names
‘Witch Theologian’ and ‘Shaman Theologian’, have impudently
replied that ‘the word Shaman to me is the greatest of compliments’

and added, ‘T dream of a feminist liberation campaign that is as en-
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thusiastic as a Shaman.” As we theologians of Korean Presbyterian
Church celebrates the Quincentenary of Calvin’s birth, must bow our
heads in penitence neglecting our duties as upright trumpeters of the
Gospel, and repent in humble sincerity. I too, as a professor of the-
ology, repent of not having enough ferver in teaching, and of the sins
of the Korean Church in revealing it’s bitter roots in the Shaman reli-
gion, and the sins of our ancestors who approved through a general
assembly of Shintoism Worship during the Japanese Empire. Tong-
hap Sect in the Korean Presbyterian Church (Presbyterian College
and Theological Seminary) divided from the Koryu Presbyterian de-
nomination (Kosin University) because of worship by most other de-
nominations to Japanese Shintoism in 1959. Shintoism means the
worship of the Japanese emperor. Tonghap has a number of theolo-
gians, two of whom Dr Rhee Jong-Sung and Dr Hyun Johan have
written on the Holy Spirit, Preumatology and many articles. The Holy
Spirit in Christian Theologyby George S Hendry of USA and The Doc-
trine of The Holy Spiritby Hendrikus Berkhof of the Netherlands were
translated by Dr Hwang Seung-Yong, President of Ho-Nam Theolog-
ical University in Kwang-Ju city. Although its theology belongs to
Barth’s theology, this Tonghap denomination is officially Trinitarian.
The Westminster Confession of Faith which it holds as its subordinate
standard of faith has been revised in important ways. Kichang (Han
Shin University) Sect (Presbyterian Church in ROK) divided from the
Tonghap Sect in 1953, because it wanted to accept the documentary
hypothesis concerning the Pentateuch suggested by Dr Kim Jae-Joon.
Although Tonghap later accepted this documentary hypothesis, in
1953 it opposed the introduction of the theory by Kichang. This de-
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nomination also has many theologians who belongs to radical theol-
ogy like Professor Suh Nam-Dong (1918-1984), Dr Suh Kwang-Sun,
Dr Ahn Byung-Mu and Dr Chung Hyun-Kyung spoke about ‘Han-
pu-ri’ at the Assembly of the WCC (Canberra, Australia, 7th-20th Feb-
ruary 1991). This, however, was not pneumatology but Shamanism.
Professor Chung Hyun-Kyung founded Women'’s Theology in Korea.
There are many articles like those of Dr Joo Jae-Yong from Han Shin
University which are a historical critique of the Revival Movement in
the Korean Church. Many books on the history of the Korean Church
referring to the Holy Spirit were also written by scholar of Kichang
Sect. It is the Liberal Presbyterian Theological University in Ohsan.
Hapdong (Chong Shin University) Sect has Dr Suh Chul-Won, Pro-
fessor Chah Young-Bae and Dr Kwon Sung-Soo who wrote books
and articles on the Holy Spirit. But this Sect divided from the Tonghap
Sect in 1959 because Tonghap Sect joined WCC. Christian and Holy
Spirit written by Dr Max M B Turner was translated by Dr Lee Han-
Soo, while Perspectives on Pentecost written by Dr Richard B Gaffin
was translated by Dr Kwon Sung-Soo in 1983. Furthermore Dr Lee
Han-Soo has written lots of articles while Dr Kim Jung Woo wrote an
article, ‘New Creation, New Covenant and the Promise of the Holy
Spirit in Ezechiel 36:22-32". Koryu (Kosin University) Sect divided
from the Hapdong Sect in 1963. Professor Ann Young-Bok wrote A
Right Understanding of The Work of The Holy Spiritin 1987 and fol-
lowed the position of Professor Chah Young-Bae. Professor N H
Gootjes (Koh Je-Soo) from the Netherlands criticized the view of Pro-
fessor Ann Young-Bok, and there was controversy concerning the

uniqueness of the revival at Pentecost at Kosin university, Pusan. The
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debate still continues, In The Baptism from the Holy Spirit, (a book of
66 pages written in 1987), Professor N H Gootjes, now residing in
Canada, debates against Professor Ann Young-Bok and followed the
position of Professor Abraham Kuyper. Dr Chung Won-Tae wrote on
the work of the Holy Spirit in his book, Fervent Calvinism, in 1984
and followed Martyn Lloyd-Jones as well as John Stott. He also trans-
lated “Joy Unspeakable’ Written by Martyn Lloyd-Jones into Korean.
Sadly, After his death in 1994, it published the title of The Baptism of
the Holy Spirit, in 1986. At that time, two books written or translated
by him were strongly criticized by Professor Suh Chul-won at Re-
formed Theological Seminary. But Professor Suh Chul-Won moved
to Chong Shin University a few years later. And Professor Bong Geun
Cho of Kwang Shin University also written three Books on the Holy
Spitit (Calvinistic Pneumatology, 1985 and What are the Problems con-
cerning the Holy Spirit?, 1991, Dogmatic Theology & Discussion con-
cerning the Holy Spirit, 2010). Dr Bong Geun Cho Consider also the
revival teaching of Martyn Lloyd-Johns with the doctrine of Richard
Gaffin, but criticizes the Pentecostal/Charismatic Movement. There
are four Presbyterian Theological University within this Sect including
the Kwang Shin University. Hapdong Shin University have many Con-
servative Evangelical Scholars, eg. Professor Park Yun-Sun(1950-
1988), Kim Myung-Hyuk, Park Hyung-Yong, Kim Young-Jae and Yu
Young-Ki who have written articles on the Holy Spirit which will be
dealt with later. But they differ in a three-fold way on the Work of
the Holy Spirit. Some scholars followed the position of Abraham
Kuyper, but other scholars followed the teaching of Martyn Lloyd-

Jones.
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