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{(Abstract)

John Calvin and Yong-gi Kim
on Social Service

Byung-Hwan Kim

(Systematic Theology, BaekSeok University)

This essay is written to make an alternative plan to solve the critical
problems with which many korean churches are recently confronted
at their quantitative, qualitative growth. First of all, I tried to apply to
korean churches remarkable things of Calvin’s social service activity
which had caused to change the whole city of Geneva through his
pastoral activity. Needless to say, there are a lot of christian organiza-
tions for social service in Korea. But I want to induce an alternative
plan for the reformation of the korean churches through the compar-
ison of the social service activity of presbyter Kim Yong-gi at Canaan
farmer’s school with that of Calvin at Geneva. The first question that
this essay try to answer is what idea Calvin had in the social service
activity in Geneva. Next is to find out what practical and concrete
plan and project Calvin had in social service activity. And it is handled
how far Calvin’s reformation ideas for social service made an influ-
ence to civil life in Geneva and how they can be applied to korean
churches.

The purpose of this essay is the comparison and analysis of the
social service activity of Calvin in Geneva and that of Canaan farmer’s

school which is developing active social service in Korea as a model
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of the true christian community. And it aims at the establishment of
the goal that korean churches intend to in the areas of the society. I
hope it causes korean churches and christian communities lead the
change of the consciousness of the korean society and lay the foun-
dation of the change of korean society and the growth of the korean

church through the gospel.

* Key word: Kim Yong-gi, Canaan farmer’s school, John
Calvin, korean alternative, social service activity, growth

of church,
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